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Ref# Q59<523 

Annotation 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H8-35861 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H2-271466 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication HI 0-1 34229 

4. Makoto Okazaki, ''Denshichouhou tokushuu" Nikkei Windows NY, Nikkei Business Publications, 
Inc. 1/1/1999, No. 22, pp. 171 - 178 

Comments 

[About Claims 1 to 5, 7, and 8 (See Publication 1 and 2)] 

Publication 1, above, describes a device equipped with a certification means that certifies whether 
or not to allow modifications to the data, a modification means that modifies the data when data 
modification is allowed, and a history data storage means that stores the history data and information 
about, for example, the operator that performed the modification, and PubHcation 2, above, describes 
the installation in terminal equipment of portable electronic devices, and a means for performing 
certification of the portable electronic devices along with performing certification of the operators 
through the use of operator fingerprint information, where an individual in the industry could easily 
arrive at the use of tiie means for certification as described in the aforementioned Publication 2 and 
apply it to the certification means in the aforementioned Publication 1. Additionally, when it comes to 
data that is inputted into the history data storage means, the provision of a means for encryption in 
order to maintain security, and the provision of a means for decrypting the encrypted data is, to an 
individual in the industry, something that could be arrived at as an appropriate design. 

[About Claim 6 (See Publications 1 through 3)] 

Publication 3, above, describes a means for certifying the operator through comparing operator 
fingerprint information with fingerprint information that is stored in an IC card and a database. 

[About Claim 9 (PubUcations 1 through 4)] 

Electronic books, as described in, for example. Publication 4, above, are will known. 

[About Claims 10 to 13 (Publications 1 through 3)] 

Publication 1, above, describes a device equipped with a certification means that certifies whether 
or not to allow modifications to the data, a modification means that modifies the data when data 
modification is allowed, and a history data storage means that stores the history data and information 
about, for example, the operator that performed the modification. Publication 2, above, describes the 
installation in terminal equipment of portable electronic devices, and a means for performing 
certification of the portable electronic devices along with performing certification of the operators 
through the use of operator fingerprint information, and Publication 3, above, describes a means for 
certifying the operator through comparing the fingerprint information for the operator with fingerprint 
information that is stored in an IC card and a database. An individual in the industry could have arrived 
at the concept of the structures in Claims 10 through 13 easily by combining the descriptions in the 
aforementioned Publications 1, 2, and 3. 
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